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KRLA Congratulates Former Executive Director,
Margie Montgomery on Her Much Deserved Retirement!
National Right to Life Committee
Margie Montgomery, the Executive Director of the Kentucky
Right to Life Association,
announced her retirement
effective October 12, 2020.

Blackmun at the University of Louisville Law School
reception held in his honor; Birthright of Louisville
Annual Award; Take Time For Life Award, Right to
Life of Central Kentucky; Kentucky's Pro-Life Conscience Award, Right to Life of Louisville, Inc. for
unswerving Dedication and Leadership; Respect Life
“Margie made her life’s work
Award, Archdiocese of Louisville; U.S. Representative
the goal of protecting the unborn
Henry Hyde Award, Right to Life of Owensboro; 2009
child, the person with disabiliKnights of Columbus Respect Life Award; and 2011
ties, the medically disabled, and
Salute to Catholic Alumni Award from the Catholic
the elderly,” said Diana MaldoEducational Foundation of the Archdiocese of Louisnado, president of Kentucky
ville.
Right to Life Association. “As we move forward, we
are grateful for her, her dedication, and her leaderIn a 2003 article for NRLNews, National Right to
ship.”
Life’s newspaper, Margie wrote:

In 1970, Margie Montgomery helped establish Right
to Life of Louisville and was one of three co-founders
of Kentucky Right to Life Association, Inc. in 1973.
She then served as a lobbyist, newspaper editor, and
chairman of the Kentucky Right to Life Association,
Inc. Political Action Committee. She served as the
Executive Director of the KRLA PAC since 1974.
During her tenure, she oversaw the state’s largest
and oldest Right to Life organization and the official
state affiliate of the National Right to Life Committee.
Since 1978, she represented Kentucky Right to Life on
the Board of Directors for the National Right to Life
Committee.

In 2014, the National Right to Life Committee
recognized Margie’s dedication to protecting the most
vulnerable among us with a Lifetime Achievement
Award at its annual convention, held in Louisville,
Kentucky that year. Additionally, Margie has received
numerous honors including: University of Notre Dame
– St. Mary's College Life Award; Irishman of the Year
Award, Ancient Order of Hibernians in America for
Defense of Human Life; Plaque Recipient, House of
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Kentucky;
Moral Majority of Kentucky Award, for Defense of
Human Life; It Took Guts Award, trophy presented by
Joe Scheidler, Director, Pro-Life Action League,
Chicago, for her confrontation with Justice Harry

I am often asked what is it about me that makes
it possible to come to the office today with the same
determination I did January 23, 1973, the day after
the nightmarish Roe v. Wade decision was handed
down. The most concise answer is because the grace
of God has given me the vision to see the unborn
child as he or she truly is - a unique, living human
being made in the image of God.
Before retiring, Margie often talked about her
grandchildren and great-grandchildren, we hope she
enjoys spending time with them in her retirement. She
deserves to spend time with her beloved family.

Margie Montgomery in an interview with Antena 3, a Spanish
television station, in February 2020.

Special KRLA PAC Election Update
November, 2020

President Trump won BIG in
Kentucky with 62% of the vote as
opposed to former Vice-President
Joe Biden who had 36% of the vote
statewide. (1,362,418 versus
772,285 votes)
Senator Mitch McConnell was
re-elected for a 7th term, earning
58% of the vote statewide as op-

(Kentucky’s only Pro-Abortion
elected official in Congress),
U.S. House District 3, defeated his
Pro-Life Republican challenger
with 63% of the vote as opposed to
Rhonda Palazzo, who had 37% of
the vote.
Thomas Massie, U.S. House
District 4, easily won 67% of the
vote as opposed to Democrat
challenger, Alexandra Owensby,
who had 33% of the vote.
Hal Rogers, U.S. House District
5, easily won re-election with 84%
of the vote. Congressman Rogers
has been in Congress since January
3, 1981.

US Senator Mitch McConnell

posed to perennial candidate, Amy
McGrath, who had 36% of the vote.
(1,233,055 versus 772,385 votes)
Libertarian candidate, Brad
Barron, got 4% of total votes cast
or 85,349. Barron was financially
supported by the Amy McGrath
campaign.
James Comer, U.S. House
District 1, easily won re-election
with 75% of the vote.
Brett
Guthrie,
U.S.
House
District 2,
easily
won reelection
with 71%
of the
vote.
John
Yarmuth
Senator David Osborne
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Matt Lockett - 1st Republican
to represent House District 39

Andy Barr, U.S. House District
6, was re-elected for a 5th term,
earning 57% of the vote as opposed
to Josh Hicks with 41% of the vote.
The Libertarian candidate got 2%
of the vote.

were either endorsed or recommended by KRLA PAC, 93 candidates
won their
races – an
outstanding record
for KRLA
PAC.
Republicans
picked up
seats in
state
Rep. Kim King
House
Districts
10, 11, 13, 48 and 96 – all endorsed
by KRLA PAC. Republicans
flipped districts with
Open seats
in Districts
22, 39, 47,
56, 70, 91,
and 93 – all
endorsed by
KRLA PAC.
The 2021
Regular Session of the
Kentucky
Senator Ralph
General AsAlvarado
sembly is
scheduled to begin on January 5,
2021, and will last 30 legislative
days. As usual during oddnumbered years, the session will
have two parts. (cont. on pg. 3)

On the national level, as well as
in the Kentucky House of Representatives and the Kentucky Senate,
the Kentucky Right to Life Political
Action Committee either endorsed
or recommended a total of 98 candidates (number includes 3 Judicial
races). Of the 98 candidates who
Rep. Nancy Tate

Pre-Filed Bills to Protect the Unborn
by Anne Yeiser

Our Representatives are already
hard at work. Two Bills have been
pre-filed for the upcoming Legislative session.

sent for at least 7 years; require the
physician to execute an affidavit;
require additional criteria and standards for when a court determines
whether to allow a minor to selfconsent to an abortion; require the
court hearing to remain confidential
and be held in a private, informal
setting within the courthouse; require, in the case of a medical emergency, for the physician to notify
the parent or legal guardian within
24 hours of the abortion; amend
KRS 311.595 to allow the Kentucky
Board of Medical Licensure to suspend or revoke the license of any
physician for violations; amend
KRS 311.990 to establish criminal

penalties for violations; amend KRS
213.101 to expand the statistical
reporting system for abortions;
EMERGENCY.

Rep. Derek Lewis
Rep. Melinda Gibbons Prunty

From Melinda Gibbons-Prunty:
Bill request 376 - Amend KRS
311.732, relating to performance of
an abortion upon a minor, to require
the informed written consent of a
parent or legal guardian to include a
copy of that parent's or legal guardian's government-issued identification and to include specific language; require the physician to keep
a copy of the informed written con-

Joe Fischer, Derek Lewis: Bill
request 835--Propose to create a
new section of the Constitution of
Kentucky to state that Kentucky's
Constitution does not secure or protect a right to abortion or funding of
abortion.

Rep. Joe Fischer

Special KRLA PAC Election Update
(Continued)

The first four days of the session
(Jan. 5 – Jan. 8) will focus on organizational work, such as electing
legislative leaders, adopting rules
and procedures and organizing
committees.
The second part of the session
begins on February 2, with final

adjournment scheduled for March
30, 2020.

The makeup of the 2021 session
will be 75 Republican and 25 Democrats. In the Senate, the RepubliThe Veto recess begins on
March 17, while Governor Beshear cans will hold 30 seats and the
Democrats will hold 8 seats.
decides which bills he will veto.
Lawmakers return on the final day
of the session on March 30th to
override the governor’s vetoes.
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KRLA Affiliate News
Right to Life Kentucky
Heartland
By Peggy Miller
Respect-Life Month was busy
despite the Pandemic for the Right
to Life Kentucky Heartland Affiliate. We had a good turnout for the
Annual Life Chain in our surrounding communities. "The Case for
Life" Workshop featured Mike
Spencer of Pro-Life Voice.
The Cemetery of the Innocents
display of crosses set up by over 70
volunteers on October 31 represents
the 3,000 daily abortions in our
Country. This impressive display is
at the corner of Ring and Pear Orchard.

Right to Life of Central
Kentucky
Right to Life of Central
Kentucky held their 38th annual
Walk for Life on September 19th at
Ashland Avenue Baptist Church in
Lexington. Excellent speakers
included Samantha Schultz, Pro-

Life Wildcats, Brenton Craggs,
recent UK Law grad, Sen. Damon
Thayer, Sen. Ralph Alvarado, Rep.
Savannah Maddox, State Treasurer,
Allison Ball and Congressman
Andy Barr.

great effort to get the Pro-Life
message out to voters! We ordered
Precious Feet lapel pins on the
“Vote Pro-Life” cards from Heritage House & shared those along
with magnetic bumper stickers carrying the same message.
Northeast Kentucky
We continue to pray for life, for
Right to Life
truth and integrity of the recent
election as we look forward to our
NEKRTL has been limited in
meetings since February, due to the annual Signature Ad in January
near the anniversary of Roe v
Governor’s restrictions related to
the COVID-19 virus. We resumed Wade.
monthly meetings in August. We
Thanksgiving Blessings to all.
appreciate the nearby First Church
of God graciously permitting our
Right to Life of Louisville
use of a class room.
Right to Life of Louisville
Dennis Stafford resigned to
elected new officers at the October
move to take a teaching position
19, 2020 General Meeting.
Conafter years of leading as President
gratulations to Cathie Young, Presiof our affiliate. Barb Horton’s hus- dent; Dawn Heuglin, Vice Presiband recently passed away and we dent; Steve Costelle, Treasurer; and
pray for God to provide comfort for Anne Yeiser, Recording Secretary.
Barb & her family.
Also, welcome to new board members Vince Heuser, Chris O’Toole,
Over 350 Pro-Life yard signs
and Sean Southard.
were distributed during the weeks
running up to the election. What a

Right to Life Offices Stay Open Through COVID-19
by Karen Krider

As 2020 speeds along with
everyone “social distancing,” many
ask, “When will things get back to
normal?” No one is more concerned
about this question than healthcare
workers, but right behind them are
the people who provide essential
services through their charitable
organizations.

While following all government
mandated procedures, we kept the
office open to answer the phone
calls and emails from concerned
citizens who want to know why the
EMW Women’s Surgical Center
and Planned Parenthood were
allowed to continue performing
elective abortions when Governor
Here at Kentucky Right to Life, Beshear emphatically stated that all
Right to Life of Louisville, Right to elective medical procedures should
cease (at the start of the pandemic).
Life Educational Foundation, and
KRLA Political Action Committee, We have been here to forward reports to legislators from Right to
our mission does not stop. Just as
Life members, and provide Right to
other Pro-Life non-profits keep
going by carefully following CDC Life members contact information
guidelines and offering an alterna- to voice the opinion that abortion
mills should not be held to differtive to abortion for the women of
ent standards than other elective
Kentucky and her surrounding
medical facilities.
states, so do we! WE DID NOT
We have been here through the
MISS ONE DAY OF WORK!
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summer as the world looked at
Louisville and the protests that have
happened here. Some of the protests happened right here in Saint
Matthews, on the corner of
Shelbyville Road and Breckenridge
Lane.

On July 16, we held a Celebration of Life banquet (with limited
attendance), following all CDC
guidelines that was no less important than the previous 46 Celebrations! On September 12, the
Walk for Life was held and, since
it was outside, was very well attended!
(Continued on p. 5)

Right to Life of Louisville Announces Mark Schultz as Keynote
Speaker for the Annual Celebration of Life Banquet

by Dawn Heuglin
Right to Life is thrilled to
theological insight, as well as the
announce that our keynote speaker natural shift in priorities that often
for the annual Celebration of Life
accompanies becoming a parent,
Banquet on March 18, 2021 is
has added a new layer to Schultz’s
Mark Schultz.
songwriting. His lyrics reveal he is
Mark Schultz is a Christian
not only thinking about who he
recording artist with an impressive follows, but who his kids will foltwo million records sold to date, ten low one day. Of course, this type of
No. 1 singles, and a Dove Award,
legacy requires investing in the
in addition to several nominations.
He lives by following God’s call,
declaring his motto “Whatever
season I’m in, that’s the call I’m
following.” At times that entails
releasing records and being a touring artist and at others that involves a more challenging, fulfilling call of fatherhood. His music illustrates how he navigates his
life, not by his own will, but
God’s. Mark’s powerful song of
adoption “Everything To Me” actually changed a woman’s mind
from abortion to adoption.

our kids are older.
This message of Right to Life is
clear: to protect and defend the
most fundamental right of the
humankind, the right to life of
every innocent human being from
the beginning of life to natural
death. The investments we make
right now to educate our youth will
pay off when they are older.
Whether that is through music,
billboards, TARC advertising, or
click ads, we invite you to be a part
of that investment for the future.
Please mark your calendars
to
join us on Thursday, March 18,
2021 for an evening of music, an
uplifting message from Mark
Schultz, raffles, and awards!

The most recent step of faith
that Schultz and his wife have takSAVE the DATE!
en is adopting their third child.
The adoption was a full-circle moPostcards will going out soon
ment for Schultz, who is also
for the Celebration of Life
adopted. Now on the parental side
lives of your kids today, which goes Banquet on March 18, 2021!
of adoption, Schultz says he views
back to the whole idea of what you
being adopted-by his parents and by
Mark your calendars!
follow. The investments we are
God-in a totally different way. The
making right now will pay off when

Right to Life Offices Stay Open Through COVID-19
(continued

We have been here to answer
questions about the numbers of
Black lives lost to abortion, and any
number of other questions that
concern Life issues in the city of
Louisville and the Commonwealth
of Kentucky. We have been here to

gather the information from
candidates running for office, so
that you, our members, could make
informed choices about Pro-Life
candidates.
Like many non-profits, we have
seen a big drop in donations, both

online and by mail. Yet, we send
out our e-alerts, newsletters,
monthly abortion statistics, and
PAC materials, without hesitation.
You, Pro-Life Kentucky, need to be
informed to fight for life!
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Plans for 47th Annual Ad Commemorating
63+ Million Babies Lost to Abortion
by Michael J. Ryan

Again this year, Kentucky
Right to Life will be publishing the
Pro-Life Ad in the state-wide
edition of the Sunday CourierJournal on January 24, 2021. The
ad appears on the Sunday closest to
the January 22, 1973, Supreme
Court decisions (Roe v Wade and
Doe v Bolton) making abortion
legal in the United States. This
ruling has resulted in over 63
million babies being aborted. The
ad, containing thousands of
signatures, is in memorial to the
terrible slaughter of the unborn
brought about by a senseless and
unconstitutional ruling.
For 46 years, KRLA has

published this ad to show our
support for the unborn and
someday, hopefully soon, we will
be able to celebrate an end to this
“holocaust” of the smallest and
weakest of humanity.
We need your signature. This
year with the COVID-19
restrictions it is difficult to have
large groups gather, so we are
asking each one who receives this
LifeLetter to sign up by going to
krla.org/Louisville or by sending
the sending the form below to the
Kentucky Right to Life office, 134
Breckenridge Lane, Louisville, KY
40207, with a donation of $5.00 to
help defray the costs of the ad.

Please, do it now and call your
friends and relatives to ask if them
to add their name (the second line
below) for an additional donation
of $5.00.
The number of abortions is
going up with the opening of a
second abortion facility, run by
Planned Parenthood, in Louisville.
The more “signatures” we have the
more impact we can have as we
prove that Kentucky is still a
Pro-Life state and still loves life
and its children.

On or near January 22nd of each year for past 40 Years, the Louisville Right to Life has
had a full page AD promoting LIFE, with thousands of signatures. This year, the ad, a
major project, will be in the Sunday Courier-Journal on January 24, 2021. The Courier-Journal
will be delivered throughout the entire state of Kentucky and parts of Indiana. The suggested
donation per line is $5.00 and can include family names, couples, and singles, as long as it is
legible.
December 15 is the deadline for all names and monies.
To pay and submit your name online, go to krla.org/Louisville and click the “Make a
Donation Now” button.
NAME (write below as you want printed in the AD):
First Line:

Second Line for a friend or family member:

Address or Email: _________________________________________________________________________
________________________________Church: _________________________________________________
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GIFTS GIVEN IN HONOR OR IN MEMORY OF LOVED ONES AND FRIENDS
IN HONOR OF:

GERALDINE LESOVSKY
Mary Beth Singleton

ROSEMARY BOONE
Camille Wagner

GENEROSE SPALDING
Brenda Sue Medley

JUNE POOLE
Glenda & Mike Ryan

LISA ROBINSON RHOADS
Patricia Payeur

MEL & NORMA MEINERS
Lisa & Nicholas Rohleder

JENNIFER KRIDER SMITH
Karen Krider & Dan Carney

IN MEMORY OF:

BAMBI RAY
Lisa & Nicholas Rohleder

THERESE HULSMAN
Richard & Becky Hornung
Barbara & Gordon Stanley
Camille Wagner
Robert & Sharon Soergal

MARGIE MONTGOMERY
Eleanor & Jack Mueller
Mary & Jeff Smoot

MARTIN J. NIRRENGARTEN
Jack Nirrengarten

LORETTA M. QUIGLEY
NIRRENGARTEN
Jack Nirrengarten
BOB NIRRENGARTEN
Jack Nirrengarten
JOAN WAGNER HAMMER
Margie Montgomery
Glenda & Mike Ryan
Carolyn Yankeelov Bouldin
Dr. Anna Jo Paul
Laverne Gnadinger
Gregory Reinhardt
Linda & Rod Jedlicki
Lori Sweat
Rosemary & Garry McCandless
St. Joseph School, Bardstown
Robin & Dena Engel
CATHERINE THORNBERRY
Jeanine & James Thornberry
LARRY THORNBERRY
Jeanine & James Thornberry

KATHY FEHRIBACH
Jeanine & James Thornberry
RICHARD BROERING
Mary Frances Rogers Ehrenfels
JOSEPH HALL
Earl Kalkbrenner

JUNE R. DOMIAN
Mary Ann & Jerry Hubbs
Brenda & Irvin Hach
Julie & David Ernst
Joan & Willard Hochhalter
Victoria & Charles Strickland
Lori Sweat
Jan Kempf
Erin & Paul Weis
CONNIE LUSHER
Eleanor & Jack Mueller
ROGER POTTLITZER
Eleanor & Jack Mueller
BEVERLY TWAY WAGNER
Eleanor & Jack Mueller
DORIS COGAN
Eleanor & Jack Mueller
BONNIE BARTLEY
Carol & Joe Taylor
TOM SIMMS
Carol & Joe Taylor
FRANK HIGDON
Carol & Joe Taylor
LILLIAN O’DANIEL
Catherine Miller
Philip S. O’Daniel, Sr.
Michelle & Larry Klein

LifeLetter is the official publication of
Kentucky Right to Life Association
and Right to Life of Louisville, Inc.
134 Breckenridge Lane
Louisville, KY 40207
502-895-5959
www.krla.org
The association is the state affiliate of
The National Right to Life Committee
President, Kentucky Right to Life
Diana Maldonado
President, Right to Life of Louisville
Cathie Young

Editor
Karen Krider
Writers:
Diana Maldonado
Dawn Heuglin
Michael Ryan
Karen Krider

JOSEPH HALL
Earl Kalkbrenner

Donations can be submitted by going to KRLA.ORG/LOUISVILLE online or mailing donations to
Right to Life, 134 Breckenridge Lane, Louisville, KY 40207
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FIVE REASONS TO OPPOSE ASSISTED SUICIDE
MY LIFE, MY DEATH, MY CHOICE! But, is it REALLY?
1. Assisted death should be opposed
because it involves causing a
person’s death (killing).

In the U.S., assisted death is done by assisting a person’s suicide. A doctor prescribes a combination of lethal drugs that
the person ingests. People go through difficult physical or psychological conditions, but these human experiences must
not be exploited to justify killing. If you
replace the image of the needle or the
cocktail of pills with the image of a gun,
you get a much more vivid sense of the
wrongness of the situation.

hearse through.

The AMA Code of Ethics states:
“...permitting physicians to engage in assisted suicide would ultimately cause
more harm than good. Physician-assisted
suicide is fundamentally incompatible
with the physician’s role as healer. Instead
of engaging in assisted suicide, physicians
must aggressively respond to the needs of
patients at the end of life.”
When the role of a physician changes
from healer to killer, it fundamentally
changes the physician.

2. Assisted death should be opposed
because “safeguards” only protect
the physician; they do not protect
4. Assisted death should be opposed
vulnerable people.
because doctors are fallible; they
Assisted death laws are designed to protect the physician or other prescriber who
can make medical errors and
is willing to participate. These laws do not
misdiagnose conditions.
provide effective oversight and protection
for the person who is being killed. These
“safeguards” are designed for the purpose
of selling the legalization of assisted death
to politicians who have qualms about
killing; however, these safeguards have
exceptions that are wide enough to drive a

or living with a treatable condition.

3. Assisted death should be opposed 5. Assisted death laws should be
because it is fundamentally
opposed because legalization
incompatible with they physician’s pressures physicians, who then
role as healer.
pressure patients.

What begins as a choice to kill or a choice
to die becomes a pressure to kill and a
pressure to die. Some recent assisted suicide bills in the United States have included a “do or refer” provision. This means
that if assisted suicide is legalized, a doctor would not have to prescribe assisted
suicide drugs; however, if they received a
request for assisted suicide, they would be
required to refer the patient to someone
who will write the prescription.
Advocates of assisted death use the term
“freedom of choice” to promote their
ideology.

For more information on euthanasia,

assisted suicide, and the many other
Americans are affected by medical diagnostic errors each year. Assisted death is a issues regarding end of life, contact the
permanent decision, often done when a
Euthanasia Prevention Coalition at
person fears a painful or difficult death, or
www.epcc.ca or the
is experiencing depression or feelings of
Patients Rights Council at
hopelessness. Once they are dead, it is too
www.patientsrightscouncil.org/site.
late to learn that they were misdiagnosed

