
Three Reasons Why an Unborn Baby is a Living Being  

Have you ever wondered if abortion is right or wrong? Before taking a stand on this 

issue, a review of the facts would be helpful. In 2019, the abortion rate was 19.6 (Abortion Rates 

by Country) in the United States of America. In other words, 19 to 20 people out of every 100 

people died due to abortion in 2019. How can this be? Every life should matter because God is 

the Author of life (Acts 3:15). In this essay, the pro-life position will be defended since God is 

the Creator of all people. There are three reasons that prove an unborn baby is a living being. 

They are: life starts at conception, a baby is more than just a clump of cells, and babies can fell 

pain while in the womb.   

The first reason an unborn baby is a living being is life begins at conception. The Bible 

supports this claim in Psalms 139:13-16. “For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me 

together in my mother's womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful 

are your works; my soul knows it very well. My frame was not hidden from you, when I was 

being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed 

substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when 

as yet there was none of them.” Also, it is a fact proven by scientists that life begins at 

conception (Terzo). With the technology of the present age, scientists have been able to hear a  

fetus’s heartbeat at just five and a half weeks. Based on scientific evidence and the teaching of 

the Bible, the conclusion is that life begins at conception. These two sources demonstrate that 

life begins at conception and not when a baby is born.  

The second reason an unborn baby is a living being is that a fetus is more than just a 

clump of cells. Most people who support abortion use the excuse that the fetus is just a clump of 

cells and nothing more. A close look at this view reveals the belief people can be discarded. For 



example, if you think of a fetus as a machine and not an actual person being formed in the 

womb, then it becomes easier to treat a clump of cells in an inhumane way. The use of an 

ultrasound machine reveals strong evidence about the development of life inside a mother’s 

womb. Consider that doctors evaluate ultrasounds to monitor the growth of the baby. Mothers 

and fathers can hear and see their baby develop. The Bible says in Luke 1:44 “For behold, when 

the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy (Killing of 

Unborn).” “Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar. The LORD 

called me from the womb, from the body of my mother he named my name (Killing of 

Unborn).” Even in the womb, the evidence of the development of life is supported by the 

teaching of the Bible and the results of modern ultrasounds.  

The third reason an unborn baby is a living being is that unborn babies can feel pain in 

the womb. Neonatologists have found that after twenty-three to twenty-four weeks in the womb 

babies can feel pain (Neonatologist). This just proves that unborn babies are living and 

responsive to their surroundings. For example, consider the story in Luke 1:41, “And when 

Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled 

with the Holy Spirit (Killing of Unborn)." This Bible verse proves that babies are living in the 

womb and somehow respond to their environment. Another piece of evidence is that babies in 

the womb are living because they have a heartbeat just after four to five weeks. Lastly, if 

someone believes that unborn babies are not living, then consider what the Bible boldly declares 

in Jeremiah 1:5. It says, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were 

born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”  

In conclusion, three pieces of evidence point towards the value of life that supports a pro-

life position. While there are different views on the issue of abortion, a simple study of the facts 



will point towards a clear conclusion. The three reasons supporting a pro-life view are:  life 

begins at conception, a baby is more than a clump of cells, and babies can feel pain in the womb. 

Therefore, these discoveries from science and the Bible support and confirm the three reasons 

listed in this essay.  
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